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Plaintiff Kruse Technology Partnership hereby complains of Defendants 

Daimler AG; Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC; Detroit Diesel Corporation, 

Freightliner Corporation; Western Star Truck Sales, Inc.; Volkswagen AG; 

Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., doing business in part as Audi of America, 

Inc.; Ford Motor Company; Cummins Inc.; and Chrysler Group LLC 

(collectively, “Defendants”), and alleges as follows: 

I.  THE PARTIES 

1. Kruse Technology Partnership (“Kruse”) is a California limited 

partnership located at 1121 N. Cosby Way, Suite G, Anaheim, California 92806. 

2. Upon information and belief, Daimler AG (“Daimler”) is a 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the Country of Germany, 

having a principal place of business at Mercedesstrasse 137, 70327 Stuttgart, 

Germany. 

3. Upon information and belief, Mercedes-Benz USA, LLC 

(“Mercedes Benz”) is a limited liability corporation organized and existing 

under the laws of the State of Delaware, having a principal place of business at 

3 Mercedes Drive, Montvale, New Jersey 07645. 

4. Upon information and belief, Detroit Diesel Corporation (“Detroit 

Diesel”) is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of 

Delaware, having a principal place of business at 13400 Outer Drive West, 

Detroit, Michigan 48239. 

5. Upon information and belief, Freightliner Corporation 

(“Freightliner”) is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 

State of Delaware, having a principal place of business at 4747 North Channel 

Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97217. 

6. Upon information and belief, Western Star Truck Sales, Inc. 

(“Western Star”) is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the 

State of Washington, having a principal place of business at 4747 North 
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Channel Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97217. 

7. Upon information and belief, Volkswagen AG is a corporation 

organized and existing under the laws of the Country of Germany, having a 

principal place of business at Berliner Ring 1, D-38436 Wolfsburg, Germany. 

8. Upon information and belief, Volkswagen Group of America, Inc. 

(“Volkswagen America”) is a corporation organized and existing under the laws 

of the state of New Jersey, having a principal place of business at 2200 

Ferdinand Porsche Drive, Herndon, Virginia 20171.  Upon information and 

belief, Volkswagen America does business in part under the name “Audi of 

America, Inc.” 

9. Upon information and belief, Ford Motor Company (“Ford”) is a 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware, 

having a principal place of business at One American Road, Dearborn, 

Michigan 48126. 

10. Upon information and belief, Cummins Inc. (“Cummins”) is a 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Indiana, 

having a principal place of business at 500 Jackson Street, Columbus, Indiana 

47202. 

11. Upon information and belief, Chrysler Group LLC (“Chrysler”) is 

a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware, 

having a principal place of business at 1000 Chrysler Drive, Auburn Hills, 

Michigan 48326. 

12. Upon information and belief, Defendants do business in this 

judicial district, and have committed acts of infringement in this District. 

II.  JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

13. Kruse realleges and reincorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraphs 1 through 12.  

14. This cause of action arises under the patent laws of the United 
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States, 35 U.S.C. § 100, et seq., more particularly 35 U.S.C. § 271 and § 281. 

15. Subject matter jurisdiction in this Court is proper under 28 U.S.C. 

§ 1338(a).  

16. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 and 

1400(b).   

III.  FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF: PATENT INFRINGEMENT  

(U.S. PATENT NO. 5,265,562) 

17. Kruse realleges and reincorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraphs 1 through 16. 

18. On November 30, 1993 the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office duly and lawfully issued U.S. Patent No. 5,265,562 (“the ’562 patent”) 

entitled “Internal Combustion Engine With Limited Temperature Cycle” to 

Douglas C. Kruse. 

19. Kruse is the owner of the ’562 patent. 

20. Upon information and belief, Defendants have in the past and are 

currently infringing the ’562 patent by, without authority, making, using, 

offering to sell, or selling, within the United States, or importing into the United 

States, their engines and/or vehicles equipped with engines that practice the 

patented methods.  Defendants’ acts constitute direct and indirect infringement 

of the ’562 patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

21. Upon information and belief, the infringement by Detroit Diesel, 

Ford, Cummins, and Chrysler has been willful, intentional and deliberate with 

full knowledge of the ’562 patent.  This is an exceptional case within the 

meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 285 with respect to Detroit Diesel, Ford, Cummins, and 

Chrysler. 

22. Upon information and belief, Kruse has been and will continue to 

be injured by Defendants’ infringement of the ’562 patent, and such acts will 

continue unless they are enjoined therefrom. 
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23. Upon information and belief, Defendants have derived, received, 

and will continue to derive and receive gains, profits and advantages from the 

aforesaid acts of infringement in an amount that is not presently known to 

Kruse.  By reason of the aforesaid infringing acts, Kruse has been damaged, and 

is entitled to monetary relief in an amount to be proven at trial. 

IV.  SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF: PATENT INFRINGEMENT  

(U.S. PATENT NO. 6,058,904) 

24. Kruse realleges and reincorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraphs 1 through 23.  

25. On May 9, 2000 the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

duly and lawfully issued U.S. Patent No. 6,058,904 (“the ’904 patent”) entitled 

“Internal Combustion Engine With Limited Temperature Cycle” to Douglas C. 

Kruse. 

26. Kruse is the owner of the ’904 patent. 

27. Upon information and belief, Defendants have in the past and are 

currently infringing the ’904 patent by, without authority, making, using, 

offering to sell, or selling, within the United States, or importing into the United 

States, their engines and/or vehicles equipped with engines that practice the 

patented methods.  Defendants’ acts constitute direct and indirect infringement 

of the ’904 patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

28. Upon information and belief, the infringement by Detroit Diesel 

and Ford has been willful, intentional and deliberate with full knowledge of the 

’904 patent.  This is an exceptional case within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 285 

with respect to Detroit Diesel and Ford. 

29. Upon information and belief, Kruse has been and will continue to 

be injured by Defendants’ infringement of the ’904 patent, and such acts will 

continue unless they are enjoined therefrom. 

30. Upon information and belief, Defendants have derived, received, 
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and will continue to derive and receive gains, profits and advantages from the 

aforesaid acts of infringement in an amount that is not presently known to 

Kruse.  By reason of the aforesaid infringing acts, Kruse has been damaged, and 

is entitled to monetary relief in an amount to be proven at trial. 

V.  THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF: PATENT INFRINGEMENT  

(U.S. PATENT NO. 6,405,704) 

31. Kruse realleges and reincorporates the allegations set forth in 

paragraphs 1 through 30.  

32. On June 18, 2002, the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

duly and lawfully issued U.S. Patent No. 6,405,704 (“the ’704 patent”) entitled 

“Internal Combustion Engine With Limited Temperature Cycle” to Douglas C. 

Kruse. 

33. Kruse is the owner of the ’704 patent. 

34. Upon information and belief, Defendants have in the past and are 

currently infringing the ’704 patent by, without authority, making, using, 

offering to sell, or selling, within the United States, or importing into the United 

States, their engines and/or vehicles equipped with engines that practice the 

patented methods.  Defendants’ acts constitute direct and indirect infringement 

of the ’704 patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

35. Upon information and belief, the infringement by Detroit Diesel 

and Cummins has been willful, intentional and deliberate with full knowledge of 

the ’704 patent.  This is an exceptional case within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 

§ 285 with respect to Detroit Diesel and Cummins. 

36. Upon information and belief, Kruse has been and will continue to 

be injured by Defendants’ infringement of the ’704 patent, and such acts will 

continue unless they are enjoined therefrom. 

37. Upon information and belief, Defendants have derived, received, 

and will continue to derive and receive gains, profits and advantages from the 
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aforesaid acts of infringement in an amount that is not presently known to 

Kruse.  By reason of the aforesaid infringing acts, Kruse has been damaged, and 

is entitled to monetary relief in an amount to be proven at trial. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Kruse Technology Partnership prays for a 

judgment in its favor against Defendants Daimler AG; Mercedes-Benz USA, 

LLC; Detroit Diesel Corporation; Freightliner Corporation; Western Star Truck 

Sales, Inc.; Volkswagen AG; Volkswagen Group of America, Inc., doing 

business in part as Audi of America, Inc.; Ford Motor Company; Cummins Inc.; 

and Chrysler Group LLC for the following relief: 

A. For an Order adjudging Defendants to have infringed the ’562 

patent, the ’904 patent, and the ’704 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271; 

B. For a permanent injunction pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 283 enjoining 

Defendants, their officers, agents, servants, employees and attorneys, and those 

persons in active concert or participation with the Defendants, from, directly or 

indirectly, infringing the ’562 patent, the ’904 patent, and the ’704 patent; 

C. For a recovery of Kruse’s compensatory damages pursuant to 35 

U.S.C. § 284 for Defendants’ infringement of the ’562 patent, the ’904 patent, 

and the ’704 patent; 

D. For an Order adjudging Detroit Diesel’s infringement of the ’562 

patent, the ’904 patent, and the ’704 patent to be willful, and that this is an 

exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. § 285 with respect to Detroit Diesel. 

E. For an Order adjudging Ford’s infringement of the ’562 patent and 

the ’904 patent to be willful, and that this is an exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 285 with respect to Ford. 

F. For an Order adjudging Cummins’s infringement of the ’562 patent 

and the ’704 patent to be willful, and that this is an exceptional case under 35 

U.S.C. § 285 with respect to Cummins. 
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